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hn« taken place in my more intimate conversations with indi-'als cannot- be committed to paper. But I Imvu every reason to uvc that I am more muster of tho secret springs of action here than body else could huvo been. Everything I have either said or done always been previously concerted and has ever answered my most expectations. ... I am inclined to believe llmt, after the
iirbances at Brest ftrc known at Madrid, the Spaniards will make :u rather thnn expose their fleets to any junction with J'Yench ships.1
'ho hints here given imply that Mirabcan, and probably other riots as well, accepted British money, but both our envoys e discreet enough to gfvc few details in writing. It is quite bablc that Mlrabcnu first accepted Spanish gold for procuring vote for the arming of forty-five French sail of the line, and ii accepted an equivalent sum from Miles or Elliot for the rcc which rendered that step innocuous. Mis control over the embly wns scarcely less than Montmorln's;a and that nervous lister would certainly welcome a course of action which en-ccd the prestige of France, and yet averted all risk of war. 'urthclcsH, Pitt did not set much store by the help of Mira-u. He decided to briiitf the whole dispute to an Immediate e, without wailing for the issue of the golden proposals of t>t and Miles. Possibly he heard from other sources that nee would do no more than rattle the sword in thu scabbard; disc he was emboldened by the marked success and /,eal Hiding the Hritlsh naval preparations, the mutinies In the nch fleet, the readiness of our Allies to play their part, and unreadiness of Spain. A brief survey of these considerations reveal the grounds of his confidence.
'lie chance of hostilities with the two Bourbon Courts was :ntcnlng enough to call forth all the energies of the race, •ouph the months of August, September, and October naval rmratlonn went on with the utmost vigour. Officers and men 1 with one another In /.cal to equip and mem the ships with possible speed and thoroughness. Sir John Jervis afterwards 4red the Mouse of Commons that he had seen captains pay-
1'UlMSfl., 139-
F- Million, " ttrf|mrl«menl tics Affaires rflrangfercs," 86 et seq.
i the I'reiyinitn MS.S, is un umtnled letlcr of TJIlioi 10 I'iu (probably of
ember 1790) referring lo Jiifl inlerviow with Till llitit morning, nnd ex-
UiiK llmi his ptirnso to the Diplomatic Committee, " Uic glorious Revo-
m," was mcftiil only for Frenchmen 1"Oowcr'B I)a»|Milr)ie4,H jB, y* iriih nwir
